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inters and taking counsel with them. King George, being unable to speak
or understand English, ceased to attend the meetings of the ministers,
and none of his successors ever revived the old practice. The change
is to be noted as involving the end of the sovereign's personal rule
and the beginning of the modern svstem of government. Ever since
the time oiTGeorge I, ministers have met at limes and places conveni-
ent to themselves and n*n in obedience to a royal command."
(Smith).

(iiij Growth oj the Cabinet System. The system of Cabinet
government was further developed under the first two Hanoverians.
George i and George II did not understand English politics and had
no knowledge of English language. So ihev gave their confidence to
* the Whigs and left the task of government to them- The Whig min-
isters ruled the countrv with the support or' the majority in the House
of Commons and the king acted according to the wishes of the min-
isters. Moreover, neither of the first two Georges attended the Cabi-
net meeting*. The place of ihe King was taken b\ his chief minister
who was subsequent!} called in history the Prime Minister. Gradually
*he other characteristic?, of ihe Cabinet government \vere evolved.

Thu> the main results were the following:

L Munv legal rights of the Crown fell into disuse.

2.  The King's power to govern the country passed into the hands
of the Cabinet Council which depended for its power on the Com-
mons.   Thus the House of Commons had the ultimate voice in Eng-
land.

3.  The office of ihe Prime Minister was created.

4.  The resignation of Townshend and Walpole on the question
of foreign polic> established the principle that the Cabinet Ministers
should not only belong to the same party but also have the same
policy,

<iv) Principle of Collective Responsibility of the Ministers. As
the proceedings of the Cabinet meetings were kept secret and the
decision represented the joint opinion of the Cabinet, the custom of
joint and collective responsibility of the ministers was evolved. Sir
Robert Walpole was the first Prime Minister of England in the true
sense of the above explanation. He chose his colleagues from the
party in power in the Commons, forced them to have one and the
same opinion and thus established the rudiments of the collective
responsibility of ministers which, however, became a regular feature
of the British Constitution in the nineteenth century.

(v) Party system of Government. The Whigs succeeded in es-
tablishing the party system of government in England, i.e., the party
which was in majority in the House of Commons was to rule the
country. This became an established constitutional tradition.

Q. Explain the nature of the Whig and the Tory parties in
British Parliament during the eighteenth century and the reasons
why the Whigs were dominant during most of the period or dur-
ing early Hanoverian period. Or,